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BOOK NOTES. 

The object of the pamphlet entitled British Aggressions in Vene- 
zuela: the Monroe Doctrine on Trial, by William L. Scruggs, juris- 
consult for the government of Venezuela, is to set forth the case of 
Venezuela against Great Britain in the Guiana boundary dispute. 
This dispute is of long standing, but it is claimed by Venezuela that 
the British have recently made encroachments even on territory that 
was formerly admitted to be Venezuelan. These encroachments 
have as their object not merely the acquisition of territory, but the 
acquisition of the right to navigate the Orinoco. The British claims 
now extend to territory bordering on the mouth of that river, and, if 
they should be established, the right of navigation would follow. 
How far the Monroe Doctrine may be involved in this matter, is a 
question that depends upon the view one may take of the meaning 
and extent of that declaration, as well as upon the merits of the 
present dispute. Mr. Scruggs sets forth the case of Venezuela 
clearly and forcibly ; and a presumption is raised against the extreme 
claims of Great Britain by the fact that she has avoided or declined 
arbitration, except upon conditions that would exclude from the 
reference a great part of the contested territory. 

Albert, Scott & Co., of Chicago, have put students and teachers of 
our constitution under obligation by publishing in a single volume 
Madison's Journal of the Federal Convention (1893). In this form 
the invaluable history of the convention is much more available 
than heretofore for class-room work. The same firm have also put 
forth, in uniform style, a volume containing The Federalist, and Other 
Constitutional Papers, edited by E. H. Scott (1894). The "other 
papers " consist of a selection from Mr. Paul Leicester Ford's well- 
known collection of " essays published during the discussion of the 
constitution by the people." The Chicago firm's two volumes together 
constitute an admirably compact yet comprehensive basis for the 
study of our constitution's early history. 

Professor Simeon E. Baldwin, in The Three Constitutions of Con- 
necticut (reprinted from New Haven Historical Society Papers) 
traces the creation by ordinary legislation of provisions supplement- 
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ing or affecting the fundamental instrument of government, and the 
development, thus, in Connecticut, of a constitution consisting sub- 
stantially of both charter and statute. The writer then in a subse- 
quent paper treats of the constitutional discussion and growth since 
the abandonment of the colonial charter, helpfully supplementing 
his work by a table of all amendments proposed since 1818, with the 
action upon each. 

Two essays on local matters in Rhode Island are a result of grad- 
uate study at Brown University. In The Development of the Nominat- 
ing Convention in Rhode Island Mr. Neil Andrews gives a clear and 
concise sketch of the transition in the four decades following 1790, 
from the practice of self-nomination, through the system of nomina- 
tion by a caucus composed of legislators and of delegates from towns 
represented in the House by the opposite party, to the beginning of 
the later nominating convention. Mr. Charles Stickney's sketch of 
Know-Nothingism in Rhode Island merely adds a portion to the gen- 
eral history of the " Native American " movement, and a portion 
apparently not of marked importance. With each of these essays bib- 
liographical suggestions would have been proper, and would have 
increased the value of the work. 

Among the papers recently issued from the Historical Seminary of 
Brown University and published by the Rhode Island Historical 
Society, is one by Mary E. Woolley on the History of the Colonial 
Post-Office. It gives a brief sketch of the attempts to establish post- 
offices in the colonies previous to the act of Parliament of 17 10, 
under which an inter-colonial postal system was organized. The 
patent granted to Thomas Neale in 1692, to receive and deliver let- 
ters and packets within the colonies, is also printed here in full. 

In an essay on The Southern States (Putnam's, 1894) J. L. M. Curry 
attempts "the restoration of the South to its true place in the story 
of the formation and the history of our government." The work is 
simply a sketch of our constitutional history on the lines of ante-bellum 
state-rights doctrine, and so is an apology for the secession of 1861. 
There is nothing new or striking in the narrative or the arguments, 
but the author is as free from bitterness as from originality, and this 
in itself may be a sufficient justification for printing. His essay is 
commendable, also, in emphasizing the idea that former state-sover- 
eignty theorists are logically able, since the war, to adopt the nation- 
alists' view of our government; for the author sees that the post- 
bellum constitution is an essentially different one from that of ante- 
bellum days. 
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Charles H. Otken's Ills of the South (Putnam's, 1894) is a serious 
attempt to analyze the causes which seem to be obstructing the 
prosperity of the author's section. The credit system and he lien 
laws, which play so large a part in the agriculture of the South, are 
set forth as especial sources of ill, though the author does not gloss 
over the shiftlessness of the farmers that is at the bottom of the mat- 
ter. The inefficiency of the negroes as a laboring class, and the 
general social demoralization of which the race is a cause, are treated 
at length. The work, while of very unequal value on different points, 
is on the whole useful and suggestive. 

In the first two volumes of General Viscount Wolseley's Life of the 
Duke of Marlborough (Longmans, Green & Co., New York, 1894) 
the career of the duke to the accession of Queen Anne is treated 
in detail. The work, as was to be expected, is preeminently a mil- 
itary history, though in the part before us political events occupy 
an important place. It contains a systematic defense of Marlbo- 
rough's character, bringing his staunch Protestantism into bold 
relief. This is made use of to explain his treasonable desertion of 
James II. The biographer claims that Marlborough considered this 
course necessary to the preservation of the liberties of England, hav- 
ing warned James that he would abandon him if the king attacked the 
laws and the church. The moderate view taken of the duke's con- 
duct toward William III is similar to that held by Ranke. These 
volumes form a substantial contribution to historical literature bear- 
ing on the period of the English Revolution. 

In the new edition of Essays Introductory to the study of the Eng- 
lish Constitution, edited by Messrs. Wakeman and Hassall (Long- 
mans, Green & Co.), only few alterations have been made. The 
chief one is the revision of Mr. Henson's essay on " The Early Eng- 
lish Constitution." The Essays are a product of collaboration by six 
English historians who have done active work in the propagation of 
historical knowledge. Professor Ashley, who writes on " Feudalism," 
has published his two volumes on " English Economic History." 
One of the editors, Arthur Hassall, who writes on the " Constitu- 
tional Kingship 1399-1485," is the editor of the series entitled 
" Periods of European History," for which he is to write a volume on 
Europe from 17 15-1789. Mr. Oman and Mr. Wakeman have 
already written for that series, the one on Europe, 476-918, the 
other on the period from 1598-1715. Mr. Medley, who writes on 
"Parliament," has just published a manual of English constitutional 
history. These historians aim in the Essays to arrange the well- 
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ascertained facts connected with the growth of England's institutions 
in such a way as may make the study of them more intelligible and 
more attractive to beginners. As the work is intended for begin- 
ners, the authors have slurred over many difficult points in order to 
make the development clear and simple. This sacrifice of absolute 
truth to perspicuity is reprehensible, but may be pardoned in view 
of the purpose of the volume. Bishop Stubbs's work has been used 
as a foundation. That the Essays have been successful in their 
object, the fact of a second edition is a concrete and ample proof. 

Frances Gardiner Davenport, A.B., of Radcliffe College, has pre- 
pared a most useful Classified List of Printed Original Materials for 
English Manorial and Agrarian History during the Middle Ages 
(Ginn & Co.). The list begins with documents of the twelfth century, 
account rolls, court rolls, extents, rentals and customaries, subsidy 
rolls, text-books of manorial law and a topographical index. A gen- 
eral bibliography of the subject of English agrarian history during 
the middle ages is also given. Completeness is not claimed for the 
lists. 

In a previous number of this Quarterly the first two volumes of 
Les Archives de I'Histoire de France, by Langlois and Stein, were 
reviewed. The third and concluding volume has now been pub- 
lished (Paris, Alphonse Picard). It is devoted to the material for 
French history which is deposited in the archives and libraries of 
foreign countries and in the libraries of France. Much general in- 
formation concerning the archives of Europe is contained in it which 
will be found valuable by other than French investigators. 

The Paris firm of Le'on Chailley has finally decided to imitate the 
successful English Citizen Series. Under the editorship of MM. 
Benoist and Liesse a number of convenient little manuals, bearing 
the general title La Vie Nationale, have been planned and partly 
completed. M. Benoist himself has already published the initial 
volume, La Politique, and M. Gustave Francois has started the 
economic series by his book on Le Commerce. The works are not, 
as might be imagined from the title, of interest exclusively to 
Frenchmen. An attempt is made to give the facts, past and present, 
of other countries as well. Among the forthcoming volumes are 
those on the social question, banking, finance, agriculture, public 
works and a large number of administrative and political topics. 

To the list of sumptuous volumes on the separate Livery Com- 
panies of London must now be added the Records of the Hole Craft 
and Fellowship of Masons, with a Chronicle of the History of the Wor- 
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shipful Company of Masons of the City of London, by Edward Conder, 
Jr. (Swan Sonnenschein and Macmillan, 1894). The records of 
the Masons' Company are unfortunately extant only from the year 
1619, those for the earlier years having been lost or destroyed by 
fire. For the preceding period Mr. Conder, himself the master of 
the company, has sought to compile the history from rather well- 
known sources. This occupies about one-third of the volume, and 
does not increase our information materially. The author wavers in 
his interpretation of the term free-mason. In one place he tells us 
that a free mason meant nothing more than a mason free of his guild 
or company, that is, a master mason. In another place he maintains 
that it signified a free stone mason, as distinguished from a mason 
who was employed in rough work. We are reminded of the impor- 
tance of the masons in the cathedral building of the middle ages, of 
their curious secret history and of their international applications. 
The main body of the work consists of extracts and transcripts from 
the original records, and in so far supplements Herbert's well-known 
history. The book is fully illustrated and beautifully printed. 

Of some interest to the economist is A Catalogue of the Library 
of Adam Smith, edited, with an introduction, by James Bonar (Mac- 
millan, 1894). The introduction contains, among other things, a 
short history of Smith's library and of its dispersion, a copy of his 
will and an essay by John M. Gray on the various portraits of the 
master. The catalogue is supposed to contain about two-thirds of 
the original library, which numbered some 3000 volumes. It is 
noteworthy that only about one-fifth of the titles are devoted to 
history and economics. Mr. Bonar has performed his part of the 
work well, and has appended to each title a reference, with explana- 
tory statement, to the passage or passages in Smith's works where 
the particular book is quoted or alluded to. 

In a portly volume entitled Wealth against Commonwealth (Har- 
pers, 1894), Mr. Henry Demarest Lloyd has endeavored to give a 
complete history of the growth of the Standard Oil Company. Un- 
fortunately the work is so full of turgid eloquence and bombastic 
denunciation that it entirely overshoots the mark. The public is 
pretty well aware of the past misdeeds of this gigantic combination ; 
what is needed is a dispassionate study of the real economic effects 
of the trust. This is what Mr. Lloyd has not given, and what no 
one can give who approaches the subject from the standpoint of the 
author. The book contains many interesting passages, but is on 
the whole a distinct disappointment. 
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The German Verein fur Socialpolitik has issued as No. 60 of its 
publications a study of trusts and monopolies in various countries 
under the title Ueber Wirthschaftliche Kartelle in Deutschland und im 
Auslande (Leipzig, Duncker und Humblot, 1894). The first part is 
devoted to Germany and contains ten studies by a number of writers 
on the more important separate trusts and " syndicates," all brought 
down to date. The second part is devoted to a study of the general 
situation in France, Austria, Russia, Denmark and the United States, 
over two-thirds of the space being devoted to the monograph on the 
United States by Dr. von Halle. Of considerable value for reference 
are the 125 pages devoted to a reproduction in English of the im- 
portant trust charters, by-laws and agreements. We understand that 
this part of the volume is soon to appear in an English version. 

A pleasant proof of the success achieved by the professors of 
economics in the law faculties in France is afforded by the new 
(third) edition of the Cours d 'Economie Politique by Paul Cauwes, 
of the law faculty of Paris (Paris, Larose et Forcel). The work has 
now been expanded to four stately volumes and affords the most 
complete exposition of economics to be found in the French lan- 
guage. M. Cauwes differs from most of his countrymen in that he 
is well acquainted with the literature of economics abroad as well as 
at home. But the chief value of the new edition lies in the care 
and fullness with which practical questions of the day are discussed. 
To those who desire to keep themselves well informed as to the 
most recent development in France these volumes will be very wel- 
come. 

Students of railway problems will be attracted by the Histoire des 
Grandes Compagnies de Chemins de Fer Franfais dans leurs Rapports 
Financiers avec I'Etal, by Edmond The"ry, the editor of L'Economiste 
Europ'een (Paris, 1894). This is a study of public railway policy in 
France, with especial reference to the conventions of 1859 and 1883. 
The volume contains many interesting facts as to the recent develop- 
ment. The author contends that the present situation is dangerous 
for the government and against the true interest of the companies 
themselves, and makes an earnest plea for the revision of the finan- 
cial relations. The recent political episode in France renders this 
volume especially timely. 

In his Tableau des Origines et de V Evolution de la Famille et de 
la Proprikte (Stockholm, Samson and Wallin ; Paris, Felix Alcan), 
Maxime Kovalevsky has made briefly and tentatively a study that 
will have to be made sooner or later in painstaking detail. He 
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has examined the evolution of the family and the evolution of 
property together. Beyond any doubt the successive forms of the 
family and the successive steps in economic development have been 
so closely related that no explanation of one is possible without 
some account of the other. But which has been cause and which 
effect, has not yet been shown, and this, the real problem, Kovalevsky 
only touches. He shows the connection in fact between the matri- 
archal family and a communism in movable goods, between the 
patriarchal family and agrarian communism, and between the indi- 
vidual monogamic family and the re'gime of private property. Beyond 
this he does not get far. Nevertheless, the book is one that the 
student of the family must have, particularly for its evidence as to 
the existence of maternal forms of the family among the Slavic 
peoples. 

The French translation of the second part of Les Lois du Progres 
deduites des Phknonienes Naturels, by R. Federici, is published by 
Fe*lix Alcan, Paris. It is a rather close and suggestive study of the 
interaction of individual and social psychology; or, as the author 
would say, of the creation and perpetuation of the individual ego by 
the collective ego, and of the collective ego by and through individuals. 
The philosophy is Comtist, as plainly appears when the reader dis- 
covers that Federici makes moral progress a consequent of conscious 
knowledge of the natural world, rather than of an evolution of moral 
sentiments. 

Canadian Independence, Annexation, and British Imperial Federation, 
by James Douglas (Putnams, 1894), forms the seventy-eighth 
number in the Questions-of-the-Day series. The author holds that 
Canada's lack of progress is attributable partly to natural causes, 
and partly also to defects in habits and methods of business, but 
finds that the people are disposed to ascribe it wholly to external 
causes and to look for a remedy in political changes. He, therefore, 
regards the present political condition of Canada as only temporary, 
and independence or annexation to the United States as her ultimate 
destiny. On annexation, however, as a panacea for Canadian ills, 
he is not disposed to look with favor. Independence he conceives 
to be the more probable event as well as the more desirable. As to 
hew this is to be brought about he makes no definite suggestion. 
Indeed, his description of the sentiment of the great bulk of the 
people as "distinctly and strongly English," and other state ents 
of like character seem to negative the idea that any radical change 
in the political condition of Canada is now "imminent." As for 
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Imperial Federation, Mr. Douglas thinks it more likely to follow than 
to precede Canadian independence, though the grounds for this 
belief are rather hard to understand. 

Dr. Justin Winsor's Cartier to Frontenac (Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
1894) is marked by all the chief characteristics that have won favor for 
his earlier writings. It is a clear, compendious narrative of the process 
through which the French explorers and settlers, by way of the St. 
Lawrence and the Great Lakes, penetrated to the interior valley of 
the continent and founded France's claim to the empire which was 
wrested from her in 1763. The period treated covers the exploits 
of Cartier, Champlain, Nicolet, Joliet and Marquette, Hennepin, 
Duluth and La Salle. An extensive series of contemporary maps 
and drawings are reproduced in the work, most of which, like the 
substance of the text, are to be found in the Narrative and Critical 
History, especially Volume IV. It is eminently proper, however, 
that Dr. Winsor himself should put into more popular and accessible 
form some part of that monumental accumulation of historical lore, 
which is destined for years to come to be a mine for the exploitation 
of far inferior book-makers. 

The forty-seventh number in the series of studies in German 
Staats- und Rechtsgeschichte, edited by Professor Gierke, is entitled 
Bodin : eine Studie iiber den Begriff der Souverainetat (Breslau, Wil- 
helm Koebner, 1894), and is the work of Dr. E. Hancke. It 
embodies a minute analysis of Bodin's doctrine of sovereignty, with 
a comparison of the views of contemporary writers on the different 
points involved. It is a most useful work for the student of political 
philosophy. 



